Importance of the 8th North America Nazrul Conference (NANC).

Nazrul Endowment Established (for the 1st time ever) in California, USA. (May 2002)

The 8th NANC was held in Los Angeles, California, in May of 2002. This significant conference was organized and hosted by the Taranga of California, in conjunction with the California State University, Northridge, (CSUN) East Asia Club of University of California Los Angeles (UCLA), Simi Valley Cultural Center, Bangladeshi Communities of Simi Valley (lead group), Greater Los Angeles Indian Communities and the California Council for the Humanities.  

During this conference a historic proposition was made to establish a Nazul Endowment, for first time ever in USA, at the California State University, Northridge (CSUN) campus, which became a reality in 2003. Dean, Dr. John Mason, Dean, Dr. Elizabeth Say, Professor Phyllis Herman, Chairman of Humanities Group, and the Executive Director of the University Foundation Mr. Murray Wood worked closely with the members of Taranga of California, and played vital roles to the success of this effort. This was one of the biggest accomplishments of the North America Nazrul Conference Committee. 
Of course, there were many others involved as well, including some highly influential university administrators & professors, community leaders and Nazrul enthusiasts. Prof. Winston Langley, Associate Chancellor and Professor of international relations & political science of the University 

of Massachusetts, Boston, was the keynote speaker. His powerful & compelling testimony “Nazrul: the Moral Giant” also aided in further convincing the university leaders to establishing the Nazrul Endowment. 

The Executive Director of Taranga of California, Mr. Shiper Chowdhury is administering 
the Nazrul Endowment at CSUN. He is working with university authorities to schedule and coordinate Nazrul lectures and other educational endeavors centered on Nazrul’s teaching, which involve the participation of university students and community members.

His Excellency Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, BB, the Bangladeshi Ambassador to USA also visited the university in 2005. He was invited by the university president to speak to the students about Kazi Nazrul Islam. He congratulated & praised the university. Evidently, he was impressed by the result and pledged $50,000.00 to the exiting fund. 

The Conference received commendations and special messages from the following prominent individuals: 

U.S. President George W. Bush.
Governor Gary Davis, Governor of California

Senator Dianne Feinstein, the United States Senate

Senator Barbara Boxer, the United States Senate

Mayor James K. Hahn, the Mayor of the City of Los Angeles

Ambassador Syed Hasan Ahmad, Ambassador of Bangladesh to the USA

Ambassador Lalit Mansingh, Ambassador of India to the USA

Mr. Kamalesh Sharma, Permanent Rep. of India to the United Nations

Professor Winston Langley, University of Massachusetts

Professor Roger Buckley, University of Connecticut

Dr. Felicia Harmer Kelley, California Council for Humanities
The first academic seminar was held at CSUN in 2003. Dr. Gulshan Ara and Mr. Kazi M. Belal spoke at this seminar and sketched out a concrete plan for furthering the cause of endowment lectures. Prof. Phyllis Herman also spoke in support of the creative plan and promised to expand Nazrul activities.  

The first Kazi Nazrul Islam Endowed Lecture focusing on the art, culture and literature was held on April 23, 2004 by the Humanities Division of California State University, Northridge. Porf. Phyllis K. Herman of CSUN was the host and the moderator of this event. Her presence greatly enhanced the quality and structure of this honorary occasion held in recognition of our poet.  

Professor June McDaniel and Prof. Omar Farooq were invited to deliver the lectures, both of which focused on Nazrul as a poet, songwriter, humanist and a philosopher. Prof. Mc Daniel reminded the audience that according to many, Nazrul was an influential figure who inspired millions with his epic writing during the 20th century. His work on social injustice & religious fanaticism illustrated his indignation at the contemporary British colonial rule over India. She further identified a need for a more modern & progressive Islam, as a regressive ideology leads to religious warfare and destruction, much like those experienced during the poet’s time. With an unmistakable humanist bent, Nazrul also represented a non-parochial understanding of Islam and the society. “Kazi Nazrul Islam’s voice is needed today,” McDeniel urged,“ as not enough people are not talking about peace”. 

Prof. Omar Farooq’s speech energized the audience, while reminding them of the power, influence and relevance of Nazrul’s epic writing. Prof. Farooq is an Associate Professor of Economics & Finance at Upper Iowa University. He is also the founder & developer of nazrul.org, a highly resourceful website dedicated exclusively to Kazi Nazrul Islam, which contains an internet discussion forum. Both the site and the forum have provided a tremendous wealth of resources for thousands of Nazrul enthusiasts, artists & researchers around the world.

The second lecture was held at CSUN in December 2007. Professor Winston Langley and Professor Neela Saxena were invited to speak. Both of them delivered convincing oratory. It was widely attended by the university students, faculty members, Bangladeshi diplomats and community members of greater Los Angeles. Once again, it was a huge success. 

The 2006 Nazrul Symposium at University of Connecticut:

The Second Nazrul Endowment established in the East Coast. 

Why Nazrul? Why Now? A press release by U-CONN
Five years on since the attack on the world trade center, and amid the daily spate of headlines, both good and bad, implicating Muslims all over the world, a desire for a deeper understanding of Islam and a more nuanced approach to the universal quest for peace and harmony has taken root.   

Hoping to transcend the narrow sectarianism of "business as usual" an increasingly vocal and sophisticated community is calling for a more progressive vision of Islam. In North America, there is a growing movement of scholars and activists advocating for greater inclusion, particularly of women, and for improving relations with other faiths and backgrounds. While 
the movement is still in its nascent stage and faces its share of challenges from within and the more conservative voices from without, there are indications of forward momentum.

Embracing both the needs for a deeper understanding of Islam and the challenge of forgoing 
a more nuanced approach to achieve this, the Asian American Studies Institute (AASI) at the University of Connecticut, under the direction of professor of history and Director of AASI, Prof. Roger N. Buckley, has teamed up with key members of the Greater Hartford Bangladeshi Community to sponsor a day-long Symposium on Saturday, September 9, 2006, to examine 
the works of Kazi Nazrul Islam.
In her submission for the Symposium, professor of religious studies at College of Charleston, 

June McDaniel proposes a wider engagement and study of Kazi Nazrul Islam as a voice for a more progressive Islam. She writes, 

“I believe that we need a new understanding of Islam that is progressive rather than regressive, that values knowledge and love and freedom and tolerance. We also need a writer who expresses these goals in a way that makes them understandable and valuable to people over the course of time. I think Nazrul Islam is such a writer”. 

Adds Winston E. Langley, professor of international relations and political science & associate chancellor of UMASS, Boston, “Nazrul is one of the modern poets who has had a significant effect on the 20th century, and will have an even wider and more profound effect on the 21st century. His views on politics, aesthetics, ethics, religion, human liberation and development, globalism, the nature of citizenship, and, human nature and possibilities, bear directly on some of the most important themes that have become the defining attributes of where we as human beings (especially after September 11, 2001) are tending and the collective ends we are seeking”.

Significance of 2006 Nazrul Symposium. U-CONN. Storrs, Connecticut

another Kazi Nazrul Islam Endowment in a prominent university on the East Coast.
The 2006 Nazrul Symposium was held at the University of Connecticut (UCONN), in conjunction with the Asian American Studies Institute, the Asian American Cultural Center of UCONN., and the Bangladeshi Community of Greater Hartford. 

In his opening statement professor Roger Buckley said “We gather here this morning, thanks 
to UCONN., and Bangladeshi community, to celebrate the creative artistry & humanity of Kazi Nazrul Islam, the national poet of Bangladesh. Writing in Bengali, Persian, Sanskrit, and Hindi, he explored the universal themes of love, hardship, freedom, poverty, revolution, music and religion. 

What better time to explore his work and ideas at a time when the world is increasingly beset by sectarian violence, the misguided belief in military interventionism as a solution to problems, and those who speak falsely of Islam. What better time to remember Nazrul, who reminds us of our humanity who was a true and unfettered voice of Islam and, who also reminds us that there is no distinction between ends and means”.



Dr. Phillip Austin, President of the University of Connecticut welcomed the audience and then introduced the chief guest, his Excellency, Shamsher Mobin Chowdhury, BB, the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the USA. The Ambassador delivered a powerful & persuasive speech, identifying Nazrul’s contributions to world literature as well as the significance of the symposium. He then urged everyone to continue to pursue the ultimate goal, that of securing widespread global recognition of this extraordinary poet.     

Dr. Gulshan Ara was the chief architect of this symposium. She spoke to the audience, detailing the background and the history of Nazrul Conference and its goals. She also said that it is our moral duty to see that the goals are met in a timely manner, and further stated, “I will remain optimistic and hopeful for poet Kazi Nazrul Islam and our goals for furthering his cause, the cause of peace and social justice in our gorgeous but frail planet.” 

Professor Winston E. Langley was the keynote speaker. His powerful and compelling speech coupled with the strong determination of the symposium organizers and with total support of Prof. Roger N. Buckley, the Director of Asian American Studies Institute and Ms. Angela Rola, the Director of the Asian American Cultural Center resulted in the establishment of yet another Kazi Nazrul Islam Endowment in a prominent university on the East Coast. A bridge was built to link the two universities, one in the East, UCONN & and one in the West, CSUN., which would allow an additional opportunity to practice Nazrul’s literature in a coordinated way.  

In her closing remark, Ms. Rola thanked the audience and said, “It has been a true pleasure to host this important event”. She promised more awareness publicities and frequent lectures on Nazrul at the University of Connecticut.  

Without a doubt, Prof. Roger Buckley and Ms. Angela Rola were the main forces behind this important & historic achievement. Their strong testimonies on Nazrul’s contributions and his legacy were true to life, influential & persuasive, to say the least. The daylong symposium was a stunning success.
Another influential & notable person, Prof. Rafiqul Islam, renowned Nazrul Professor from Bangladesh, with his long-term vision and genuine support for the promotion of Kazi Nazrul Islam also provided tremendous energy and resources toward the achievement of our goal. Without his in depth knowledge and enthusiastic guidance none of these would have been possible so soon.   

The first lecture on Nazrul was held at the University of Connecticut in 2007. Once again, 

Professor Winston Langley was selected to deliver the lecture. He spoke eloquently and described the importance of Nazrul’s message in today’s context, stunning the audience with 
his fascinating and captivating oratory. The book signing by Prof. Winston Langley was another highlight of the program, during which he signed his newly published book, 
Kazi Nazrul Islam: the Voice of Poetry & the Struggle for Human Wholeness. 
Prepared by: 

Gulshan Ara and Kazi M. Belal

