Activities on Kazi Nazrul Islam

Activities at the University of Connecticut (UCONN), Storrs, Connecticut
2006: Nazrul Symposium & establishment of Nazrul Endowment Fund hosted by  Asian American Studies Institute, Asian American Cultural Center of UCONN., and the Bangladeshi Community of Greater Hartford. 

Keynote speaker: Winston E. Langley, Prof. of International Relations & Political Science

University of Massachusetts, Boston,  
Other speakers: Professors Phyllis Herman, June McDeniel, Omar Farooq, Neela Sexana 

2007: First Annual Nazrul Lecture, delivered by Prof. Winston E. Langley and signing by Prof. Winston Langley of his book ‘Kazi Nazrul Islam: the Voice of Poetry & the Struggle for Human Wholeness (Publisher: Nazrul Institute, Dhaka, Bangladesh, ISBN 984-555-384-2, First Print, 2007, second edition, 2009)  
2008: Second Annual Nazrul Lecture, delivered by Prof. Rachel Sell McDermott, Dept. Chair & Assoc. Professor Asian and Middle Eastern Culture Studies, 321 Milbank Hall, Barnard College, 

2010: Third Annual lecture was held on March 22.  Prof. June McDaniel, Dept. of Philosophy & Religious Studies, College of Charleston, SC. was the keynote speaker. The title of her paper “Kazi Nazrul Islam and classical Indian Poetics: The role of Rasa”,  examined Nazrul’s poetry to gain insight into the concept of rasa or esthetic essence, in the three contexts of loving or erotic rasa, tragic or compassionate rasa, and the wondrous or marvelous rasa.  Honorable Ambassador of Bangladesh to the United Nations, Prof. Abdul Momen was the chief guest. The event was attended by University Students and Faculty Members and Members of the Local Bangladeshi and Indian communities. The Nazrul Institute of Bangladesh also donated numerous books of Nazrul translated in various languages, was also a part of this event.  
Activities at the California State University, Northridge (CSUN)
2003: The first academic seminar was held at the California State University, North Ridge (CSUN); Keynote speech delivered by Prof. Winston E. Langley, Prof. of International Relations & Political Science

University of Massachusetts, Boston, titled “Nazrul the Moral Giant”. Nazrul Endowment was established in 2004.
2004: First Kazi Nazrul Islam Endowed Lecture; hosted by Humanities Division of California State University, Northridge. Prof. Phyllis K. Herman of CSUN.  Professor June McDaniel and Prof. Omar Farooq (Associate Professor of Economics & Finance at Upper Iowa University), Dr. Gulshan Ara (Group leader, CuraGen Corporation, CT) were invited speakers;  
2007: Second lecture delivered by Professor Winston E.  Langley  
2008: Third lecture delivered by Prof. Kazi Nasiruddin
2009: Fourth lecture delivered by Poet Caroline Wrights  
Other Activities on Nazrul

2008: An International conference on Nazrul was held at Nazrul-Burns Center, Glasgow University, Scotland and a Nazrul Chair was established. At the recommendation of UCONN Nazrul symposium committee 
Professor Winston E. Langley delivered the keynote speech
2010: University of Massachusetts, Boston, Mass in cooperation with Taranga of Connecticut, and the Bangladeshi Association of New England will host a conference on Nazrul     
The Nazrul Institute in Bangladesh, in conjunction with the University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB) and the Bangla Academy in Bangladesh has set forth a proposal for an additional international conference on Nazrul to be held in Bangladesh in near future. Though the date is yet to be determined, the institute hopes to invite Nazrul scholars from USA, Canada and UK to this event.   Prof. Rafiqul Islam, Pro-Vice chancellor of ULAB, Mr. Syed M. Shahed, Director General of Bangla Academy, and Mr. M. Abul Kasem, Director General of Nazrul Institute have expressed their support & cooperation for the upcoming conferences on Kazi Nazrul Islam.  
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